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 I interviewed my mother, Eleasha Hubby, for the Tell Someone component of the Citizen 

Archivist Transcription Project. She is 50 years old and was a stay-at-home mom to four children 

up until recently when she enrolled in a program to become a licensed massage therapist. Before 

she got married to my dad, she was a certified surgical technologist. I have always enjoyed 

sharing what I learn at school with my mom, and she is always eager to listen, so she was the 

obvious choice for this conversation.  
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Citizen Archivist Transcription Project: Samuel Worthington's Original Fugitive Slave Petition 

and Ownership Documentation: Witness' Affidavit 

Link to the Document: https://catalog.archives.gov/id/278811 
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 And now on this Twenty second day of March in the year Eighteen hundred and fifty 

one, appeared in open court, Henry Warner of Baltimore county state of Maryland, who being 

duly sworn does depose and say that he knows the petitioner Samuel Worthington and has been 

living on the farm of said Worthington since the year Eighteen hundred and thirty one and is still 

in the employment of said Worthington on his said farm - that he is well acquainted with with all 

of the slaves of the said Worthington, among whom are Jacob Berry, Joseph Fay, Jane Hill, 

Emily Fay, Margaret Fay, Betsy Berry, Lydia Berry all of whom are slaves for life of said 

Samuel Worthington, and were in his possession on his farm in Baltimore County state of 

Maryland, up to the time the said slaves ran away from their said master, he further says that 

Jacob Berry and Joseph Fay, two of said slaves, escaped from the service of their master in the 

month of October Eighteen hundred and forty seven - Joseph was in the possession of said 



Worthington whom [illegible] first went into said Worthington’s employ and he was then an 

infant and born on the farm and from his birth until he ran away he was in possession of said 

Worthington as his slave for life - Said Joseph Fay was black, quite black; was rather a slender 

made boy, a youth of about five feet five or six inches high when he ran away and was then 

about nine-teen years of age - he stammered [scribbled out writing] in speaking - his mother was 

a slave of said Worthington and is now dead. Said Worthington, the petitioner in this case, 

bought Jacob Berry from Mr. Walter Worthington in the year Eighteen hundred and thirty five, 

and said Jacob remained in the possession of said Samuel Worthington from that time until he 

[scribbled out writing] ran away as above stated - Jacob Berry was a dark mulatto, about twenty 

years of age when he went away, five feet eight or nine inches high, has one front tooth out and 

was a stout man when he ran off - Jane Hill, Emily Fay, and Margaret Fay all ran away from 

their said master in the month of July  

[Page 2] 

Eighteen hundred and forty eight - Jane Hill was about thirty three years of age when she 

ran away. Was black, pretty black, five feet two or three inches high or thereabout, she was by no 

means a tall woman - She has been in the possession of said Worthington as his slave from the 

time witness went to live with him until she ran away - Emily Fay was about fourteen when she 

ran away, she was a mulatto, rather a light mulatto, about the height of Jane hill, was a stout girl 

for her age, [scribbled out writing] and is the daughter of Eliza Fay, the slave for life of said 

Samuel Worthington & who is now in the possession of said Worthington, and the mother and 

child were twelve or thirteen years in his possession before the child (Emily Fay) ran away - 

Margaret Fay was about four years old when she ran away or was taken away, & she was of a 

black complexion. She was born on the farm of said Worthington and her mother was the slave 



of said Worthington- Betsy Berry, Lydia Berry and Rose Berry all ran away from their said 

master in the month of September Eighteen hundred and forty eight, and all ran away at the same 

time - when Betsy ran away she was fifty seven or eight years of age - she was very black - she 

was a little taller than Jane Hill - and was bought with Lydia Berry, her daughter, by said Samuel 

Worthington of Walter Worthington, and both of them had been in the possession of said Samuel 

about fifteen or sixteen years before they ran away, and Rose Berry, also Betsy’s daughter, was 

born on the farm of said Samuel after he purchased her mother, and remained in his possession 

from her birth until she ran away - When Lydia Berry ran away she was eighteen or nineteen 

years of age. Her complexion’s color was black, she was stout, about the height of her mother, 

and had a [illegible] on one of her wrists, witness does not remember which - the [illegible] had 

been cut open and it left a scar - When  
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 Rose Berry ran off she was about thirteen or fourteen years of age - She was a dark 

mulatto, slender and in delicate health - Deponent as before stated knew all of said slaves well 

having seen them constantly, almost daily while they were with their master who resided during 

all the time he has spoken of on his farm in Baltimore county [illegible] on which farm [illegible] 

deponent was employed as he has above detailed ; and that he knows the slaves above named 

were slaves for life - And I do further certify that the foregoing testimony having been taken by 

me and the same being deemed by me sufficient and satisfactory proof of the escape of the slaves 

therein mentioned and that they owed and do owe service and labor to the within named 

petitioner Samuel Worthington, it is therefore this twenty second day of March in the year 

eighteen hundred and fifty one adjudged and ordered that these proceedings be admitted to 



record according to the provisions of the act of [illegible] in such care made and provided. 

[illegible signature]. 
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[illegible series of numbers and letters] 

Document Analysis Worksheet Questions and Answers 

Meet the Document 

Type:  

This document can be classified as a court document and a report. 

Description:  

This is a handwritten document on white paper with black ink. There are three pages of 

text, along with a short series of indecipherable numbers and letters on the back of one of the 

pages. The paper has grayed slightly with age, and each paper appears to have been folded into 

fourths. Each page is creased where it was folded and has small tears along the edges. The 

handwriting is all cursive, and it appears to all have been written by the same person. The writer 

of the document made a few errors while they wrote it, as evidenced by the presence of scribbled 

out writing and the insertion of words in completed sentences.  

Observe Its Parts 

Who Wrote it?:  

The signature at the bottom of the final page belongs to the person that wrote this 

document, but since it is illegible the author of the document cannot be named. However, it is 

probable that the author of this document worked for the court system in the state of Maryland, 

since this document is a court document that mentions Baltimore County, Maryland, by name 

multiple times. 



Who Read/Received It?:  

It is not explicitly stated anywhere in the document who was to receive and read the 

document, but the author noted that this document was to be “admitted to record” and kept by the 

court system. In terms of guesses about who would have read this document, the petitioner 

himself, Samuel Worthington, may have read it, as well as a judge.  

When Is It From?:  

This document is from March 22, 1851.  

Where Is It From?: 

This document is from Baltimore County, Maryland, United States of America.  

Try to Make Sense of It 

What Is It Talking About?:  

This document talks about the runaway slaves of Samuel Worthington. It describes their 

ages, appearance, family relations, and other personally identifying characteristics. It also relates 

the time at which each slave ran away as well as seeks to prove that these slaves owe service to 

their master.  

Write One Sentence Summarizing This Document: 

 Unknown author records spoken testimony by Henry Warner regarding the runaway 

slaves of Samuel Worthington so that Samuel Worthington’s petition to seek out his slaves can 

be approved by the court.  

Why Did the Author Write It? Quote Evidence from the Document that Tells You This: 

The author wrote this document in order to create a written record of the verbal testimony 

by Henry Warner, stating that this document would be “admitted to record” towards the end of 

the document. The author also wrote this document to justify the validity of the testimony, also 



writing near the end of the document that “I do further certify that the foregoing testimony 

having been taken by me and the same being deemed by me sufficient and satisfactory proof of 

the escape of the slaves therein mentioned and that they owed and do owe service and labor to 

the within named petitioner Samuel Worthington.”  

What Was Happening at the Time in History When this Document was Created?:  

 During the 1850s in the United States, tensions surrounding the institution of slavery 

were nearing their peak. There was a deep divide between the northern United States, being 

generally pro abolition, and the southern United States, being generally pro slavery. In 1850, the 

Fugitive Slave Act was passed, which required that runaway slaves be sent back to their masters 

even if they had reached a free state.  

Use It as Historical Evidence: 

What did you find out from this document that you might not learn anywhere else?: 

 In this document, I learned about the physical attributes and family connections of 

enslaved individuals. In history textbooks, important events and dates are described, but not the 

appearances of everyday people. It was fascinating to get to picture what these people might 

have looked like and what their lives were like within their family units. I also learned about 19th 

century court proceedings through the vocabulary used (deponent, adjudged, affidavit, 

petitioner), and I do not know if I would have found this type of information in a textbook.  

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this 

event or topic?: 

 I would like to read about laws or acts that were passed in Maryland in the 1850s to get a 

better idea of what was going on in terms of politics and government at the time. I would also 

like to see if I could find more information on the institution of slavery as it relates to Maryland 



in the 1800s. Finally, I would like to use a genealogy website to search the names that appeared 

in this document to see if I could find out more about them.  

Reflection Essay 

 When this project was first introduced, I felt a sense poignant sense of dread. I assumed 

that it would be boring, time consuming, tedious, and stressful. This is partly due to my own 

preconceived notions of what archives are like. I pictured a dusty, dim, monochromatic space 

with old books that all look the same. I imagined these places as feeling claustrophobic, timeless, 

and dull. Furthermore, I believed that archival materials were not that important. I thought that 

any historical documents with true significance were displayed in museums or on websites. I did 

not think that archives were sources of information that could truly benefit both academic and 

casual researchers. However, this project challenged my personal bias and encouraged me to 

entertain a new perspective on archives, archival documents, and transcription. I am happy to say 

that the thought of archives no longer depresses me and that reading and transcribing archival 

documents is fun. Yes, I said fun. I also realize now that archival documents that detail even the 

most ordinary of occurrences and people are important because they provide authentic, lived 

perspectives on what life was like for everyday people during the time in which they were 

written. You just cannot get that out of a textbook.   

 When I first began transcribing my document, I felt frustrated and annoyed. I could not 

make sense of a single word, and I feared that I would have to pick a different document to 

transcribe. However, I trudged on, identifying a few simple articles and conjunctions until 

suddenly, it clicked. By recognizing a few simple words, I was table to go on to identify how the 

author writes each letter of the alphabet, which then made reading large and complex words 

possible. This transformation happened in a matter of seconds, and I felt genuine thrill when I 



realized that I was reading the document with minimal effort. I was able to transcribe all but 

eight or nine words of a nearly one-thousand-word document, and I am quite proud of that. I also 

came to enjoy the fact that the document I transcribed contains a real person’s original 

handwriting. It is fascinating to think about who this person might have been, what they might 

have looked like, and what they might have been thinking as they penned this document. Again, 

this is not something that can be experienced through secondary source materials, so I have a 

newfound appreciation for primary sources.  

 I think that this document has the potential to be very valuable in terms of genealogical 

research. The author of this document not only recorded the names of the runaway slaves given 

during Henry Warner’s testimony, but also their ages, physical appearances, and familial ties. If 

descendants of these of runaway slaves knew the names of their ancestors, they could simply 

search the National Archives website using their names and find this document. It is not often 

that we get to know much more than the names of our distant relatives, so this document is a 

treasure trove in the sense that it contains more information about some people’s ancestors than 

most of us will ever get to know about our own. Furthermore, I think that this document has 

potential when it comes to academic research. It could inform research about 19th century court 

proceedings, slavery, and conditions leading up to the Civil War in the United States. 

Furthermore, linguists might find interest in analyzing the vocabulary, grammar, and language 

conventions used in this document. My hope is that somebody will now find this document, read 

my transcription, and find value in it.  

 In conclusion, I was not looking forward to this project, but I enjoyed it much more than I 

thought I would. I now have a more positive outlook on archives, archival materials, and the 

transcription process. The act of transcribing itself was the most enjoyable part of this project to 



me because it felt like solving a puzzle. This document has the potential to be useful to both 

academic and casual researchers, and I am happy that it is now much easier to read because of 

my efforts. Thinking about the historical context of this document is fascinating too. It was 

written in 1851 in Maryland, a state that was roughly pro abolition. However, this court 

document grants Samuel Worthington permission to recapture his runaway slaves. Furthermore, 

the Fugitive Slave Act had just been passed in 1850, meaning that slaves had to fear for lives 

even in “free” states. This information serves as a reminder that the conditions in the United 

States before the Civil War were a lot more complex and muddled than we sometimes like to 

believe. There were indeed pro abolition southerners and pro slavery northerners. This 

document, along with other archival documents, both preserve the past and help us make sense 

of it.  

  

 


